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The Language of Suffering (1 This is why Klapwijk concludes that the Frankfurters' dialectical construction of human history is at bottom an insufficiently clarified "expression of faith." Their critical theory, he says, has not been "sufficiently critical" to perceive that it "depends on an attitude of faith and ultimate commitment." Rather, "theoretical reason becomes a force all on its own, and faith in the dialectic becomes a self-sufficient dogma. And in fact … the dogma begins to show mythical traits." For his own part, Klapwijk chooses instead for what he calls a "personal faith," one that follows "the messianic light." In acknowledging an "exterritorial" basis for human existence, such a faith enables those that follow this light to "remain faithful to the earth," avoiding both presumption and despair "in the midst of bruised and damaged life." There Klapwijk's introduction to critical theory ends. 
